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                         Real Voices Real Choices: August 24-26, 2025, Schedule 
Sunday, August 24 

11:00 Registration Begins 
Hotel Lobby 

11:00 Pre-Conference Activities 
***Lunch is NOT Included - the following are optional activities*** 

11:00-1:30 Trivia 
Come enjoy a variety of trivia including Disney, music, movies, and RVRC. 

Paradise B 

Sensory Room 
Parasol 1 

2:00 – 3:30 RVRC Conference Kickoff 
Paradise A & B 

3:30 – 3:50 Break 
 DD MI General SUD  Family/Youth  

3:50 – 4:50 Quitting is Not an Option!  
Ruqayyah Bailey 

Paradise A 

Support Group Success 
Caroline Cooper 

Paradise B 

Finding Your Voice: Using AI to 
Empower Self-Determination & 

Advocacy 
Jennifer Hulme 

Paradise C 

A Human Centered Approach to 
Substance Misuse and Substance 

Use Disorders 
Hannah Prince 

Nautical Wheeler (Upstairs) 

How to Move Forward 
Carmella Fenske 
Windgate 62 & 63 

 

5:00 Boxed Dinners Available to Pick Up 
Windgate Hall 

OPTIONAL MEETINGS  
5:30 12 Step Meeting  

Windgate 62 & 63 
LGBTQ+ Group 

                                                           Nautical Wheeler (Upstairs) 
EVENING ENTERTAINMENT 

6:30-8:00 Bingo Night 
Paradise A & B 

Monday, August 25 
7:30 – 8:30 Breakfast Buffet & Visit Exhibits 

Windgate Hall 
8:30 – 8:45 Welcome & Karaoke Drawing  

Paradise A & B 
8:45 – 9:00 MO ABLE 

State Treasurer Vivek Malek 
Paradise A & B 

9:00 – 9:45 Department of Mental Health Update 
Val Huhn and DMH Senior Management Team Members 

Paradise A & B  
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9:45 – 10:00 Break 

 DD MI General SUD Family/Youth 
10:00 – 
11:00 

Happy Spaces, Sad Faces: 
Managing Grief in the DD 

Community 
Jaclyn Ousely 

Paradise A 

Empowered to Participate 
Tara Triplett 

Paradise B 

Coffee for Change: Growing 
Grassroots Advocacy with 
Relationship Building & 

Caffeine 
Jeffrey Foust & Christina 

Ingolia 
Paradise C 

Overcoming the Hurdles of 
Becoming a Recovery Ready 

Community 
John Bartholomew 

Nautical Wheeler (Upstairs) 

Human Trafficking and 
Exploitation: The Basics 

Eryn Borders 
Windgate 62 & 63 

 

11:00 – 
11:15 

Break 

 DD MI General SUD Family/Youth 
11:15 – 
12:15 

Coping Skills for Autism 
Spectrum Disorders 

Sprite Kloeppel 
Paradise A 

Quit Flapping Your Wings & Trust 
in the Parachute 

Chad Joyce 
Paradise B 

Inner Peace for CPS’s: Because 
Burnout is Not a Badge of Honor 

Carol Martin 
Paradise C 

 

Breaking Free: Emotional 
Intelligence for Addiction 

Recovery 
Alfred Long Sr.  

Nautical Wheeler (Upstairs) 

Fine China-Knowing the 
Worth of Your Child with a 
Developmental Disability 

Adrienne Draper 
Windgate 62 & 63 

 
12:15 – 1:30 Lunch & Visit Exhibits 

Windgate Hall 

1:30 – 2:30 Drumming Sounds 
Keynote Address 

Andrew Ecker & Monica Patton 
Paradise A & B 

2:30 – 2:45 Break 
 DD MI General SUD Family/Youth 

2:45 – 3:45 You Have a Choice, USE YOUR 
VOICE!  

Joy Brumbaugh 
Paradise A 

Mind-Body Synergy, Practical 
Strategies for Coping with Anxiety 

Andrew Shaughnessy 
Paradise B 

Ethical Principles & Professional 
Values for Behavioral Health 
Professionals Ensuring Client 

Autonomy 
Mark McDonald 

Paradise C 

Rooted in Trust: A TBRI Journey 
to Addiction Recovery 

Alfred Long Sr.  
Nautical Wheeler (Upstairs) 

Speak Up and Stand Out: 10 
Powerful Steps to Becoming an 

Effective Advocate 
Heather Lytle 

Windgate 62 & 63 
 

3:45 – 4:00 Break 
 DD MI General SUD Family/Youth 
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4:00 – 5:00 Self-Advocacy for Self 
Determination 
Lorie Perdieu 

Paradise A  

Peer Support: It’s Not Just for 
Recovery 

Cris Edwards 
Paradise B 

RESPECT Members 
RESPECT Institute 

Paradise C 

The Next Chapter 
Jennifer Goodluck-Kemp 
Nautical Wheeler (Upstairs) 

An Autism Journey of Hope 
Belinda & Emma Kate 

Worley 
Windgate 62 & 63 

 

5:15 Dinner On your Own 
5:15 Hamburger OR Hotdog Dinner (OPTIONAL) 

Paradise A 
$12.00 – 1 hamburger OR 2 hotdogs, chips, and a drink 

 OPTIONAL MEETINGS: 
5:30 12 Step Meeting  

Windgate 62 & 63 
Caregiver Support 

Paradise C 
6:00 – 9:00 Karaoke 

Paradise A 
Tuesday, August 26 

7:30 
Breakfast Buffet & Visit Exhibits 

Windgate Hall 

8:30 – 8:40 
Welcome 

Paradise A & B 

8:40 – 8:55 Break 

 DD MI General SUD Family/Youth 

8:55 – 9:55 
 

DSL - Disability Sex and Love: 
We All Like It Hot 
Rush Wilkerson 

Paradise A 

On the Crossroads of Neurodiversity, 
Psychosis, and Other Mental Health 

Conditions 
Jennifer Gerlach 

Paradise B 

Safer Because I’m Prepared: 
Disaster Planning for Individuals 

with I/DD 
Deb Hendricks 

Paradise C 
 

Harm Reduction 101 
David Stoecker 

Nautical Wheeler (Upstairs) 

Changing the Question: A 
Community Empowerment 

Workshop 
Aja Owens 

Windgate 62 & 63 
 

9:55 – 10:10 Break 
10:10 – 
11:10 

Conference Closing - Final Prize Drawing 
Paradise A & B 

 


